
                                                                            

www.kristahasson.com                                                                                             art@kristahasson.com 
 

 

 

5 THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW  

 

 
 

 

BEFORE BUYING WATERCOLOR 
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The following guide will explain what the numbers and symbols mean on your tubes of 

paint. Being able to understand how to read these, will save you time and money.  

Please note this article refers to professional grade paints.  

 

1. Manufacturers name: 

This is the name that the manufacturer calls the paint. Sometimes it is like the actual 

pigment name or the historic name.  

Note: Not all paints with the same name have the same pigments. For example, Lemon 

yellow by Winsor & Newton is made from PY53 and Lemon yellow by Sennelier is made 

from pigment PY3. 

 Also paints with different names can be the same pigment for example, Winsor Red by 

Winsor & Newton, Payroll Red by Daniel Smith, and Permanent Red Deep by 

Rembrandt are all made with the PR254 pigment. 
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2. Transparency: 

This tells us if the paint is transparent, semi transparent, semi opaque, or opaque. The 

more transparent the paint the more you will see the white of the paper below. I use 

transparent colors as my paintings look more vibrant and there is less chance of getting 

mud. 

 

3. Pigment name and CI number: 

This is the actual name of the pigment used to make the paint and its corresponding 

color index number. For example I use PY3 as my primary yellow. Sometimes you will 

see two CI numbers on the tube, this means that the paint is a mix 2 pigments. I make it 

a rule to use only paints made with one pigment. I get much cleaner colors and better 

results when I follow this rule. 
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4. Lightfastness: 

This is how long the paint can withstand exposure to light before fading or discoloring. 

You want to make sure you buy only lightfast paints. 

Different paint brands can have different wording and symbols. Check the paint 

manufacturer's documentation to know that you are buying lightfast paint. 

 

5. Health and Warning Label: 

Manufacturer by law have to list if there are any health concerns. You should always 

read the label as there are still paints made with heavy metals t toxic pigments. For 

Example Cadmium red, orange etc are made with cadmium a toxic metal. 

 

 

 

Before you go to buy another tube of paint check your CI numbers and make sure you 

don't already have it. Once I learned how to read my paint it turned out that I had 

duplicates of the same pigment. I also had paint with the same name that was not the 

same color. I hope this save you some time and money.  
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Thank you!   
 

I feel so grateful to be able to share with you.  I hope you find my guide useful. 

I am an artist who truly loves to share and help people succeed. I look forward to 

sharing my knowledge with you so your journey with art can be a joyful one! 
 

 If you ever have any questions or thoughts, feel free to let me know! 

art@kristahasson.com 

 

Happy Painting, 

  

Krista 

PS.  Let's connect on social media, you can find me at the links below. 

Instagram 

Facebook 

 

 

https://www.instagram.com/kristahassonart/
https://www.facebook.com/krista.hasson.fine.art

